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© | Trinity members Bil
| sachse and Hal Schulz
N - | put the unusually fine
-~ November weather to
NG s good use, continuing
their work on
e v Memorial Garden. Here
A AN -~ they are completing in-

'm - stallation of the cross.
~ For more details on the
- ongoing work and fu-

. ture plans, please turn
. topage 10.
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DECEMBER WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
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DATE USHERS DEACON LECTOR PREPARER ASSISTING
Dec 5 Alan Hoskin Marlene Fjallberg Marleng Peg Led
8:30 a.m. Peg Hoskir] Hank Fjallberd Fjallberg
Intinction/ Lois Wurl
Common Cup Kate Lee Festq
1la.m. Richard Peterso Thea Halvorse Joan Hromadk Bonnie Jea
Intinction/ Linda Fargg Miller
Common Cup Susan Worl
Dec 12 Hank Fjallberg Peg Hoskir] Arlene Sigld Peg and Alal Claude Grove
8:30 a.m. David Irwin Alan Hoskin Hoskin
Intinction/ Dave Stonebad Judi McKiernar
Common Cup Sandie Schlaug
11 a.m. Richard Peterso Val Swansor Linda Fargd Lois Rock Scott Irwin
Intinction/ Heidi Lege Petersol
Common Cup Dick Lee
Carol Wilson
Dec. 19 Susan Hilkevitch Sue Dallag Peg Les¢ Sue Dallas Jim Gepper
8:30 a.m. Kenneth Westrg Sandie Schlaugh
Cup Marian Geppert
11 a.m. Richard Petersojn Joan Shermajn D.R. Cannofj  Holly Dinkel Bonnie Jea
Intinction/ Paula Payng Miller
Common Cup Eric Bullerman
Dec. 24 Alan Hoskin Judi McKiernary Christing  Peg and Alaf Peg Hoskin
4 p.m. Peter Donaf Vicki Donati Wallenberg Hoskin
Intinction/ Julia Donat Arlene Siglg
Common Cup
10:30 p.m.. Richard Petersohn Carol Wilson Suzie LaBellg  Carol Wilson Peg Lesd
Intinction/ Paula Payng
Common Cup Bill Stafford
Ingrid Stafford
Cathi White
Dec. 25 Doug Cannof Carrief Doug Cannol
10 a.m. Danner
Intinction/
Common Cup
Dec. 26 Linda Fargg Kathy Bruhn Sandie Schlaug Sandie Schlaug
10:00 a.m.

Cup




From The

Pastor O0Ss

Happy New Year?

We all get to the New Year eventually. |l t ds jus
Christian church year begins with the first Sunday of Advent. That first Sunday of Advent will take place on
November 28 ... probably a few days before you read this newsletter.

| have to say that | have never found a lot of meaning in the celebration of the calendrical January 1 new yee
Ultimately, it is really only a chronological referent. To the extent that it marks the passage of time, it is but
another point along a vast continuum... and as such there really is very little that is new about the new year &
all.

By way of distinction, when we Christians celebr
the time itself, but what God will do with that time. God has, in fact, told us exactly what God intends to do
with the time. God speaks it in Isaiah 43 and Rev.Rdhold; | am making all things new.This Advent

season anticipates what the Christmas season proclaims so boldly: New life! New beginnings! New hope!
Behold, | am making all things new, do you not perceive it?s the work of God, and the clarion call of the
Kingdom. . . Newness. It is striking to me that G
Ahijacko a |ife already underway, God enfl eshes
comes proclaims the underlying message. All things are made new!

While this congregation is certainly heir to thousands of years of Christian tradition, we are also the guardian
of the truth that God is continually at work renewing us, reworking our world, making all things new. Faithful
stewardship of the Gospel means that we speak and live the message of new life, new hope and holy new b
ginnings.

As we enter into this new year, (albeit earlier than some others) it seems to me that there are several clear ir
plications of serving this God who brings salvat
am making all things new. 0 't 1 mplies that we m

(Continued on next page)

DATE 1ST READING PSALM 2ND READING GOSPEL
(& 7]
—
=
% Dec. 5 Isa 11:1-10 Ps 72:1-7, 18-19 Rom 15:4-13 Matt 3:1-12
i Dec. 12 Isa 35: 1-10 Ps 146:5-10 James 5:7-10 Matt 11:2-11
>
‘g Dec. 19 Isa7:10-16  Ps 80:1-7, 17-19 Rom 1:1-7 Matt 1:18-25
(=5 7
% Dec. 24 Isa 9:2-7 Psalm 96 Titus 2:11-14 Luke 2:1-14
Dec. 25 Isa 62:6-12 Psalm 97 Titus 3:4-7 Luke 2:8-20
Dec. 26 Isa 63:7-9 Psalm 148 Heb 2:10-18 Matt 2:13-23




(continued from previous page)

the unchanging truth. We have to be at work searching for what new things God is doing among us. We ha
to be scanning the horizon for new opportunities to make new connections with new folks such that we can

point them (and us!) to new life in Christ.

That is why your council is at work seeking the best ways to move forward with an intensive effort of mission

planning at TLC in this new year.

Advent/Christmas
Worship
Schedule

November 28th:
First Sunday in Advent
Services at 8:30 & 11:00 am

December 5th:
Second Sunday in Advent
Service of Lessons & Carols
8:30 & 11:00 am

December 11th (Saturday):
Sankta Lucia Festd 7:15 pm
followed by traditional Swedish des-
serts

December 12th:
Third Sunday in Advent
Handbell Choir Services
8:30 & 11:00 am

December 19th:
Fourth Sunday in Advent
Services at 8:30 & 11:00 am

December 24th:
(Christmas Eve):

Services at 4:00 & 10:30 p.m.
both services include candlelight and
communion
« 4:00 pm-Service geared toward chil-

dren and families, with Christmas
program presented by Sunday
School
« 10:30 pm-Festival service with choirs
and brass

December 25th:
(Christmas Day)
Service at 10:00 am

December 26th:
First Sunday after Christmas
Service at 10:00 am

We want to honor God by proclaiming this message of new life as faith-

fully as possible. In order to do that we need to pursue our call-
ing with some intentionality. Although we are still analyzing and
assessing our options concerning this mission planning process,
we are clear that the effort will be a major emphasis for leader-
ship of TLC and for the congregation as a whole in 2011. We
will surely communicate with you further as we gain more clarity
on the shape of our planning.

In the meantime, we have a celebration to attend. An infant is
born among us. He brings new life, new hope and new love to a
world that stands in great nee
people!o

Relationship, relationship, relationships! The truth about our
work together as the body of Christ and as the people of God is
that it is all about tending to relationships. Of course at base, it is
about our relationship with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
But in our life and work together as a congregation, it is also very
much about our relationships with each other. Itis in relationship
with others that we learn (and teach) compassion, love, hope, joy,
forgiveness and salvation. It is through relationships filled with
grace that we come to know the love of our Lord for us.

In recognition of the central place of healthy relationships
in and among the people of God, | have formed a committee ori-
ented toward helping me partner with the congregation in ways
that build strong and blessed working relationships for the pur-
pose of advancing the Lordos

The Mutual Ministry Committee, including Becky Ebert,
Tom Ross, Peg Lee, and Hank Fjallberg and me, will be meeting
on a regular basis. Wedl |l tal
the Iife of the church to be m
i ng to Alove one anot her as |
situations and circumstances n
bring forward opportunities for me as pastor to work more effec-
tively with the congregation in the task of bringing the message
of new | ife. We 6| | l ook for
strong community for Christ. We pray that through faithful effort
aimed at building holy relationships between pastor and people,
between members and between all of us and our God, our Lord
might be glorified.

Feel free to talk with Becky, Tom, Peg, Hank or me if
youdd |li ke to know mor e.
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Finding Faith

Lauren Busey, Director
of Faith Formation

Wai ti nge.

And, now we waité Il Il ove Advent. Il tdéds such a r
tion ti me. There is so much to do before Christ
cited. This past week in Sunday School, | was lucky enough to spend some extra time with our children.

| was overwhelmed by their energy, and reassured by their prayers. Each Sunday, we gather together

and we celebrate each child that has had a birthday in the last week., and then | ask for prayer requests. |

never really know what I might g&ts o met i mes i1t dés for a family membe
sibling, or a friend at school. Each week there is some suiphiseweek it was for the stickers on a

young boyds wall. But, you can bet that we pray
all of our prayers. So, we prayed that those st
know God hearsthose prayetb ecause t hatds what s concerning on
request that comes from a childds imagination is
C 0 me. This is time of waiting and wondering. I
same.

Announcements:

December 4th Confirmation Retreat at Lutherdale
December 8th Confirmation Cluster at Triniy 5:30 p.m.
December 19th Jr. High Evend Glow Golfd Details TBA
December 222nd Christmas Camp: 9:00 a.+8:00 p.m.
Registration forms are available at the See, Sign, and Serve table and on the website. Christ
mas Camp is open to kids ageSth grade. Confirmands are welcome to volunteer as |r.
counselors. They will receive up to 5 service hours for their time. Volunteers welcome, |please
contact Lauren (lauren@trinityevanston.org or-843-8564)
December 26th No Hi-League

January 12th Confirmation Cluster at Triniy 5:30 p.m.
January 17th Jr. High MLK Jr. Service Project
January 23rd Hi-Leagu® noon

Also, Hi-League trip deposits were due December 1st to guarantee a spot on our trip to the Red Lake|Indian
Reservation in Jufy if you have not turned in your deposit, please see Lauren. Space is still available
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SILENCEéé..You couldndét miss this encouragement
prepared to enter the church for worship three times each day at Taize this past summer. In a small anteroo
we picked up a songbook and other worship materials and then entered the dimly lit sanctuary. We usually
entered into the side aisle of the sanctuary where there were two rows of benches. We always @@ived 20
minutes before the worship service: much later and the
benches would have been full. These were the only
benches in a sanctuary without pews or chairs. Most peo-
.. ple sat on the carpeted floor, but our aging bones and my

& long legs would have protested this treatment. The sanc-
tuary, which was considerably expanded after the original
" structure was built, holds at least 2500, and all 2500,
younger and older adults alike, entered for worship in si-
lence. Amazing. Sometimes music was played during
this time, sometimes not. Two rows of potted plants lined
a wide center aisle. It was here where the 60 or so Broth-
ers of the Taize community took their places as the bells
rang for about 10 minutes before each service. They entered in long white robes. Some sat on the floor, oth
used low stools, a few used chairs. And all entered in silence joining the silence of the community gathered
for worship.

An unusual feature of worship at Taize is that it is never led by a member of the clergy. This is intentional:
As we all face forward toward the altar a
a display of many candles behind it, we a
encouraged to keep our focus on God rat
than on a human being. The service has
leadership, though, from among the brot
who, from their seated positions in the ce
ter aisle, led songs and read scripture.
less mikes were used very discreétiynly
once did | actually spy a brother using a
mike. Songs were unannoundedong
numbers appeared on electronic signboa

All worship services at Taize had a simila
basic structur@ a structure that has beco
the model for Taizestyle worship around
the world. The most characteristic aspec]
worship at Taize is the use of refrains su
repeatedly (as weodH¥



Trinity, particularly during communion distribution). Each refrain focuses on one or two thoughts or concepts
which, with repetition, can be a source for meditation. Often one of the brothers sang verses over the singin
of the assembly. The refrains were sung from the songbooks in many languages (we did our best with exoti
languages such as Romanian, or French, for that matter!), but translations were always provided. The songs
were sung both with and without accompaniment. A small synthesizer utilizing alikatsetting and a pipe
organ positioned on a side wall of the sanctuary were used as accompanying instruments. Interspersed witf
these songs were readings from the Gos-

pels, read consecutively in different lan
guages. Thus the worship was truly int,.
national in character, and most presen
would hear their native tongue used at i#
some point in the service. Finally, a pe
riod of silence was used at all services.#%
This was approximately 8 minutes in &
length which seemed very long at the b
ginning of the week and not long enoug
at the end. The morning service just be
fore breakfast also included communiol
The gradual departure of the brothers s
naled the end of the worship service as
departed while singing a song.
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From the encouragement to enter wors ‘

in silence to the final meditative singing i gy WS
of a song as we left the church, the expg e <
ence was deeply spiritual, meditative,
God-centered. And in spite of the many linguistic and cultural differences among the thousands worshiping,
differences that in many other settings would be a barrier between people, we were able to truly worship to-
get her, to come together in something of a fireve
of refuge for those declared to be enemies by the Nazis, Taize has always been a place of coming together,
place of reconciliation, a place of welcome for people of all cultures and backgrounds, a place that declares
that our common humanity and our status as children of God transcends the differences that are so often us
to drive a wedge between us. The challenge for all those who leave Taize is to carry the spirit of this place, 1
spirit, 1 think, of Godthe-reconciler into a world deeply resistant to it.
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Holy Family

Womenos Chri st ma
Benefit Luncheon

December 11th at noon

Trinity will host this wonderful benefit luncheon this year on Saturday, December 11th at 12 noon in Fellow-
ship Hall. We have invited the |l adies from Lut he
theran in Wilmette to join us. If anyone knows women from Wilmette Lutheran who are not members of thes

churches, please extend a personal invitation to them for this holiday event-véilffid@nation will be ac-
cepted. The signup sheet is on the See, Sign, Serve Table. We are also asking for volunteers to help bring :

ads or desserts. Please contact one of the committee members for more information: Marlene Bakle, Carc
Cyrus, Francine Markwell, Paula Selvig, Phyllis Treff, Carol Ward, or call the church office (8485643

Hope to seﬁj there!
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Golden Achieversre invited to the

Trinity Lutheran Church
Christmas Luncheon
Thursday December 9, 11:30 a. m

i Join us in Fellowship Hall for warm fellowshlp“k
\ food and fun. i<
Friends are welcome! i
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Please RSVP to the Church Office iy
at (847) 6733564 i«

If you would like a ride to be arranged for you, please inform t@
church office.

Hosted by the Board of Deaconesses
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SANKTA LUCIA

On Saturday, December 11th, at 7:15 pm__Trinity will once again observe the Sankta
Lucia Fest.

All are invited to participate in this wonderful bit of Scandinavian
heritage, and you don't have to be Swedish to attend!

Our Sankta Lucia Fest is really a cross between a worship
service and a program. The sanctuary is ablaze with candles,
adding to the magic of the event! After the service,
Scandinavian treats will be served in the Gathering Space.

Hope to see you all on December 11th!

Help baking treats is still needed. Recipes are on the See, Sign,
Serve Table; please contribute if you can.




